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Pertussis (Whooping Cough) Case Definition
 
 Clinical Case Definitions:  

 
Clinical case definition for use in non-outbreak settings: 
 
A cough illness lasting > 14 days  with one of the following: paroxysms of coughing, inspiratory 
“whoop,” or post-tussive vomiting, and without other apparent cause (as reported by a health 
professional). 
 
Clinical case definition for use in outbreak settings: 
 
A cough illness lasting ≥ 14 days. 
 
 

Case Classification:  
 

Possible:     An illness consistent with pertussis and without other apparent cause such as: 
 

 Cough of ≥ 7 days, or 
 Paroxysmal cough of any duration, or 
 Cough with inspiratory whoop, or 
 Cough associated with apnea in an infant, or 
 Cough in a close contact (of someone with pertussis). 

 
Note: Possible cases should be reported to the appropriate local health department official for 
follow-up (e.g., to ensure nasopharyngeal swab or aspirate is taken for PCR/culture, and for 
patient treatment and prophylaxis of contacts, if indicated). 
 

Probable: 
 

Meets the clinical case definition but is not laboratory-confirmed and is not epidemiologically 
linked to a laboratory-confirmed case. 
 

Confirmed: 
 

 An acute cough illness of any duration associated with B. pertussis culture isolation, or 
 A case that meets the clinical case definition and is confirmed by PCR, or 
 A case that meets the clinical case definition and is epidemiologically linked directly to a 

case confirmed by either culture or PCR. 
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